Approved For Release 2003/01/30 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0042001 30006-8 




Colonel Andrew J, Goodpaster, Jr, 
Tfa© White House 


Dear Colonel Geodpaster; 
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r -quest for information on the Yugoslav government ' a 
attitudes toward the religious beliefs of its citizens. 
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Yugoslav Government ’a Attitude Toward Religion 


oliaii^fo ft government has attempted to 

religious influences among Communist 
f^ ty «?f berS *?*' ln the neaEt generation or two" aeon® 

populace. The regime Is relying mainly on Com- 
munist indoctrination of the youth to do this. 

Th© government maintains an uneasy relatioashis with th^ 
largest church in Yugoslavia-tho Serbian ^th^^intS^uoLd 

t0 . « further Stythe LIS " 
t bishops to a long prison 

e activity* The major efforts of the 

SSStJ! £ eoa devoted to restricting the 
influence of the Roman Catholic Church. These have been 

great est i n Croatia, where both the hierarchy and beliefs of 
the comnunieants are strong, and the church itself cloaeiv 

tiiShfti 0 ? ^ lth separatist , "national" anti-Serb sentiments. 
Slightly lessor efforts have been devoted to Slovenia. The 
regime has tried to undercut the church hierarchy through 
sponsoring priests association®, with some success in g 
Slovenia but almost none in Croatia. 

5? rsecutitm of the clergy has diminished, 

“***“?** aporadic trials still take plico. The government 
® oaAa J r4 ®® recently, convicting the members of the 
such charges as plotting for an Independent 

war-time Croatian fascist loader, 
lull St* r* fi n ? e If 5,1 * Cardinal Steplaac has been out of 
.**** confined to his native village of Eraalo. allowed to 
celebrate mass but engage in no other church activities. 

In general, religious services and instruction of the 
young are still curried on within the churches without out- 
right interference, although secret police are often present 

s U ™5« mS ?° S t0 ch f c * on a»y political content in thS 

in g «TOral, the people are not penalised outright 

i* • tlonS .f? Cept vhere Communist orthodoxy 

* a reguiremcmt for a posit ion— such as Army officers. In 

^oL C ^« 4 >*? W 2 y er, 4 C ? urc ? ^filiation is concealed to 
b y di * crlmln * tion by local authorities. The 
!u P * rty J a3aB 2 miced in 1954 th&t it had dropped many 
a-^t i vi t i ^ ousand ® °f It® 0,1,0 members because of religious 
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